One recent morning found me riding along with two friends; Doug Kloet of Kenosha and Bill Pocius of Pleasant Prairie. We were headed to the land of the Frozen Tundra, but instead of legendary Lambeau Field, our destination was the Fox River near Green Bay with intentions on catching walleye.

The Fox River (unrelated to the river in Kenosha County) flows north from Lake Winnebago into Green Bay. Every spring for just a few short weeks, nature calls the local walleye population from the bay to make their spawning run. They travel up river up to the dam located in the Village of DePere to conduct their business.
What makes this location special is the huge number of large walleye present in a relatively small location. Landing a fish even 26 inches in length will not garner much attention on the Fox, especially considering the daily bag limit is 1 fish over 28 inches in the spring.
Under the threat of rain, but with high expectations we launched the boat just after 7 am to begin our quest for catching large walleye. We motored a short distance up river and began casting crankbaits of various colors on a relatively shallow flat just off the river channel.

We spent a half hour casting without a bite, so we motored a bit further up the river where there was already a sizeable collection of boats several hundred yards down from the dam. 
Did I mention that this nationally famous walleye run can attract anglers by the hundreds on a given day?  You are not fishing alone if you are anywhere within site of the dam.

We changed out the cranks for 3/8 ounce jigs and baited them with extra large fathead minnows which we had brought along in quantity. 

We again stationed off the river channel this time is about 4 feet of water and began jigging the minnows on the bottom. Within a few short minutes Doug had caught the first walleye of the day, not a large specimen, but a decent fish of about 18 inches.
Shortly thereafter, Doug and Bill hooked and landed fish at the same time. Bill’s fish was about 18 inches long and Doug’s stretched the tape to 22 inches. 

Minutes later Bill landed another fish this one running about 20 inches. Things were definitely going in the right direction except for the fact that I had yet to land a fish though they seemed to be almost jumping in the boat.
Doug and Bill offered some instruction to this “river jigging novice” with possibly the most important one being that I needed to feel the weight of the fish before setting the hook. I was setting the hook a little too quick which was resulting in missed fish.

Adjusting my technique quickly produced a fish of about 20 inches and got me on the board. 
In the 45 minute span starting at 8am we landed 15 fish which equated to about a fish every three minutes. During that time Doug skillfully ran the trolling motor to keep us away from the other nearby boats many of whom were anchored up.

As the bite slowed in that area we moved to another location that was a bit deeper in an effort to find active fish. The pattern for the day was that we would find some active fish and hold in the general location until the bite slowed. Then we would pick and move either to a previous hot spot or try a new one.
Around mid day we decided to head a short ways down river to fish near some bridge pilings where Doug had success the previous year. We immediately had some hits on our bait. However, when Bill’s rod doubled over and stayed there after his hookset, we knew he had hooked onto something big.

What had us at first guessing it to possibly be a decent sized muskie turned out instead to be a flathead catfish. It took Bill a long time to land the big cat which measured 34 inches in length and 20 inches in girth. 
We released it after taking a few pictures and decided that Bill’s name would be now be Whiskers Polcius. With that location only producing a small walleye, we decided to go back up river where we would finish out our day.

In end, we tallied a total of 45 walleye, one catfish and a whitebass. The walleye averaged an unbelievable 20 inches in length with the largest fish measuring 24 inches.

To most of us that would be an exceptional day of walleye fishing. However, for this location at this time of year, it only registers as average.
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