Like the Kenosha News editors do in the Sunday Opinion page, I decided to offer up a list of Laurels and Darts, in Outdoor View style.
Laurel: To the Kenosha Sport Fishing and Conservations Association who held the Kids Fish’n Fun Day on May 12th. Recognizing that today’s youth are the lifeblood of the sport, the KFSCA puts on this annual free event to introduce youngsters to fishing. The volunteers and sponsors who make this event possible, truly put the words “take a kid fishing” into action.
Dart: To the various local municipalities, townships or counties who charge the maximum allowable amount for their public boat launches. The launches on Lake Delavan and Geneva are the worst offenders in our area. The fee is now over 10 dollars to launch a boat under 20 feet long. You can buy a yearly pass for a bit over 100 dollars, but it is only good for that specific launch. Go down the road to the other lake and you have to buy another daily or yearly pass. When you add the launch fee to the current gas prices, going fishing can become a pricey affair.
Laurel: To the local municipalities such as Paddock Lake and Twin Lakes that have kept their launch fees to a reasonable and affordable level. The Village of Paddock Lake offers a yearly pass that is good for both Hooker and Paddock Lakes for 15 dollar fee. While it would be nice if the launches were free, this is a decent deal by today’s standards.
Dart: To Governor Doyle for proposing to raise the license fee to hunt Elk in Wisconsin. You can’t hunt Elk in Wisconsin nor is it likely there will be an Elk hunt in this decade. It sounds like a budget gimmick and one that will further cement the view of the outdoor community that the governor doesn’t view hunting and fishing as a heritage, but instead as an income source.

Dart: To those people who don’t practice common sense etiquette at the boat launches. If you are a newbie at towing a boat, first head to a large parking lot and practice backing up and turning until you have some level of competence. The busy boat launch is not the place to find out you don’t know what you are doing. When you are at the launch, never jump ahead someone waiting unless you ask permission first. Lastly, the boat dock is not the place to transfer all your gear from your vehicle to your boat. That should be done in a location that does not block the ramp from others being able to use it. 
Laurel: To the DNR, the various Eagle Lake associations, and the outdoor public that supported the plan to the rehabilitate Eagle Lake in Racine County. While the results of the rehab project (which is in its early stages) will not be known for several years, doing nothing did not appear to be a viable option.
Dart: To a handful of anglers that were opposed to the Eagle Lake rehabilitation and found it necessary to make outrageous personal attacks against Doug Welch the Senior Biologist for our region. While there is always room for disagreement and legitimate discussion of the actual merits of a project, stooping to personal attacks is neither productive nor warranted.

Dart: To my bulldog Topher who decided to jump out of the boat while out fishing with me and my family last Saturday. The problem is that bulldogs do not swim well and some sink like a rock. That meant that I had to jump into the water to make sure the dog didn’t end up on the bottom of the lake in 20 feet of water. Part of the dart goes to me for not having him wear a doggie a lifevest. He will be wearing one from now on.

Laurel: To all the people I have met over the last couple years through this column. Many of these people have become friends and it is due to people like this that I continue to write. Telling their stories and learning more about the outdoors through them has truly been the greatest benefit of doing the column. The following deserve mention by name: Dave Gehrke, John Grabba, Doug Kloet, Bill Pocius, Dennis Radloff, Jim Tostrud, Dennis Radloff, and Wally Lindemann. 
Terry Bitz

