I came across another outdoor writer’s column the other day in which he talked about fishing Paddock Lake with a friend of his. These two individuals had never fished the lake before and in the column the writer noted the heavy recreational boat traffic that was on the lake even though it was a weekday.

The writer speculated the weekend boat traffic would be very heavy. He was definitely right about that. The recreational boat traffic on Paddock is intense especially for such a small lake.

Several years ago, a friend of mine who lives up in Waukesha County came down to do some mid-week fishing and I took him to Paddock. By the late afternoon, the lake was being beaten into a froth by the recreational boaters, several of whom routinely came unnecessarily close to us. By the end of our outing, he swore that he would never fish that lake again.
My friend by the way, was the one who pointed the column out to me and said “doesn’t this sound familiar”?

I don’t mean to pick on Paddock Lake. I actually like to fish that lake when the boating traffic is light. However, those two anecdotes illustrate the fact that us fisherman have to share the water with other craft whose purpose is quite different than our own.

A common thread in online fishing reports are people complaining about those recreational users. The most common complaint is that recreational users come too close the fishing boat either cutting through where they are casting, or causing large wakes that rock the fishing boat.

Talking about this very subject a few weeks back with fishing guide and good friend Doug Kloet, he mentioned that he truly believes most recreational boaters just don’t realize how unsafe their actions are and how much aggravation they are causing for the people out fishing.

Probably 10 years ago, most fisherman would have complained about the antics of those driving personal water craft, commonly called jet skies. However, while I am not sure the use of jet skies has diminished, it seems like water skiers are the subject of most of the current complaints.

For some reason they like to ski down the sides of the lake in the relatively shallow waters where the fisherman tend to fish.

On most of our inland lakes, a majority of fishing boats will be found in 20 feet of water or less since most fish species tend to be found in or around the lake’s weeds and weedlines.

Why those pulling the skiers like to motor through these same relatively shallow areas is a puzzle especially when there tends to be quite a bit of open water in the middle of the lake.
You can’t just blame out of state boaters or even those who only put their boat out on the water a couple times of year.

I have had one particular person on Silver Lake cut down between me and the eastern buoy line several times over the years while they are pulling a young wakeboarder. This person lives on the lake and should know better than to come so close to fishing boats and to cross right through the area we are fishing in. It is both unsafe for them and us. 

Same for Hooker Lake where a landowner on the lake “sped” past me one evening within 20 feet of my boat and well past the start of the No Wake period. The fact that he circled past me a couple times made it even worse.
I could recount story after story of my own personal encounters with recreational boaters who were operating their craft either unsafely or just plain rudely.
One of the worst was when a water skier slalomed through about a half dozen closely anchored boats, including the one I was in, on Delavan Lake one morning. I am sure they thought it was funny. We weren’t laughing.  
Of course I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that those driving fishing boats can get just a little wild too. I have seen some real stupid things including someone almost flip a high powered bass boat over backwards on Silver Lake one morning in the late fall. 
They were hammering the throttle repeatedly causing the boat to stand on end. The last time they did it, the boat stood on its tail and looked to be ready to go over backwards. After what seemed an eternity, it finally came down forwards, but crashed unbelievable hard back into the water. 
That was the last time I saw them pull that maneuver. I hope they never tried it again though the thought of them being scared senseless and possibly busting a stringer on a newer $40,000 boat left me and my son laughing.
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