With most of the hunting or fishing seasons closed or set to close, this is a good time of year to attend one of the many outdoor shows that have become common around the area.

Fishing and boating shows dominate the schedule and it seems like there is a different one every weekend from the middle of January all the way into late March.

The shows are really focused on two things; vendors and seminars.

The vendors tend to be equipment makers, outfitters, sporting goods stores, guides services and vacation destinations. Seminars are generally hosted by a well-known outdoor “celebrity” or an expert on a given subject.

Depending on the show, it can be a good time to find some good deals and to see what the latest equipment offerings will be for the coming year. Vendors sometimes will have limited run colors or maybe even designs that will not be sold in stores. 
Possibly the biggest benefit of these shows is the opportunity to talk to the experts whether they are giving seminars or selling products. Many of these people’s livelihoods depend on them catching fish (tournament anglers), helping people catch fish (guides), or making products to help people catch fish. 

I personally have attended two shows just within the last few weeks. One was the Milwaukee Muskie Expo and the other was the Milwaukee Fishing and Boating Expo.

For me, the Milwaukee Muskie Expo was a good chance to not only take a look at a lot of new baits, but to also see a number of friends and acquaintances that I have gotten to know over the years. I probably spent more time chatting with these people than actually shopping.

Doug Kloet, Kenosha resident and owner of Musky Magic Tackle was there with his own booth showing a number of new lures models and new lure colors. Bill Polcius (also of Kenosha) was helping Doug man the booth.

Two weekends ago, I visited the Milwaukee Fishing and Boating show with the intention to take a bit more time getting a look at boats since I am in the market for upgrading my current rig. It was a good opportunity to talk to the various boat retailers and spend time actually getting a good look at the different makes and models presented.
I also took time to talk to guides and listen to seminars.  One interesting presentation was given by a Canadian guide named Tasmine Kaliska. Obviously being a female made her a bit unique among most seminar speakers. Also the fact that she is only 27 years old is proof that advanced age or being a male is not required to be a good fisherman or an effective speaker. 
As far as upcoming shows, there are several that you might want to be aware of.
This weekend March 4 and 5th, Jalensky’s in Kenosha is offering a free outdoor show. Last year’s one day show was very successful so they expanded it to two days. 
Saturday’s seminars will be geared towards the Lake Michigan salmon and trout angler with presentations by Jerry Young, Dave Scott, Arnie Arendondo, Dustin Pogorzelski, and Craig Bender.

Sunday’s seminars focus on walleye, muskie, and smallmouth bass with presentations by Tor Millonzi, Joel Michel, and Lance Joaquin.

You can call Jalensky’s for more information at 262-654-2260.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Outdoor show is coming up in March 10th through March 19th at the State Fair Park. It’s a very large, popular show that is broader in its approach than just boats and anglers. 
Normal admission is $8 for adults. Advance tickets are $6.50 and are available at most local Gander Mountain stores including Kenosha’s. Children 12 and under are free.
The Bass Pro Shops in Gurnee holds their show March 17th – 19th. Generally, they have a lot of special deals on products, free drawings and of course seminars. It is a well attended event with free admission. I suggest attending the Friday show to avoid the crowds.
Gander Mountain here in Kenosha is having a free outdoor show on March 24th from 10am to 4pm. A large number of bait and tackle manufactures will have representatives on hand. The Kenosha Sportsman Association will be represented as well.
There will be seminars presented on smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, muskie, fly fishing, fly tying, and Great Lakes fishing. Admission is free and you can contact Gander Mountain at 262-857-3757 for more info.
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