My latest fishing adventure came via Captain Dale Helgeson owner of The Outdoor Experience. Helgeson, who runs a guided fishing and boat excursion service, offered me the opportunity to go out on one of his Party Boat excursions. It’s difficult for me to turn down an offer to go fishing so I agreed.
I met Helgeson, his assistant Gary O’Donnel and reporter Dan Winningham at the boat launch in Williams Bay on Lake Geneva last Friday.

From the start this was to be a bit different than most of my fishing outings. The fact that we were going to be fishing from a pontoon boat instead of a standard fishing craft was definitely out of the norm for me.
With his Party Boat excursions, Helgeson believes he has found an untapped market. While it’s not uncommon for charter captains on Lake Michigan to offer a fishing outing for up to 8 people, it’s definitely not as common on the inland lakes where guides will typically take out 2 or maybe 3 people.
“It’s like a fishing trip on Lake Michigan except you don’t get beat up from the waves”; said Helgeson

For those who want a more dedicated fishing outing, he also brings along a tournament quality fishing boat. So while the people on board the pontoon leisurely fish, play cards, or conduct business; Helgeson can take 2 people at a time on the fishing boat for a more “intense” fishing experience. 

At our first stop on the lake, Helgeson quizzed us on how much fishing experience we had and what types of fishing we were comfortable with. Since most of his clients are not experienced at fishing, Helegeson makes sure to spend time teaching them what they need to know in order for them to have an enjoyable day on the water.
We started by casting lures to see if the northern pike were still biting at a location he and another guide fished the day before. Nothing was biting, so we picked up and headed for some shallow flats on the southern side of the lake.

There we changed up our offerings to nightcrawlers, leeches, and jig and plastic grub combinations.
Fairly quickly, the ubiquitous Geneva rock bass made their presence known. Though the unstable weather conditions had slowed the fishing overall, the rock bass always seem to be biting on this lake and they did not disappoint on this day either.

We continued to move along through the shallow areas picking up an occasional panfish with the mixture split between rock bass, blugills and perch. Though it appeared that the smallmouth bass were not in a biting mood, we did catch one good sized “smallie” that was willing to take the bait.
Helgeson then moved us out to a bit deeper water where we set our baits to drag along the lake bottom while we settled in for some food. 

For a Party Boat outing, Helgeson offers food and beverages for his clients and he brought along plenty of grub on this day as well. He also served as our chef by cooking us some brats and hotdogs on the gas grill that he has installed on the pontoon.
“It’s tailgating and fishing all in one”; said Helgeson jokingly.

With our bellies full, we again headed to some shallower areas where we caught more rock bass plus some bluegills, sunfish and perch. A bonus largemouth bass and a northern pike also found their way into the boat.

For the last 45 minutes of the day, Helgeson attached minnowbaits to our lines and we trolled along a weedline in Williams Bay. We were talking that if we caught a walleye, that it would pretty much complete the species list considering we had seemed to have caught a little bit of everything that day.
Well, we did not find any walleye, but a 24 inch lake trout must have lost its way out of the deep water and decided to munch on one of our lures. This was highly unexpected as lake trout are normally found in the much deeper areas of the lake.
It was an unusual catch, but it seemed like a fitting end to what was a fun day on the water.

Captain Dale Helgeson of The Outdoor Experience offers trips on Lake Geneva, Delavan Lake, and other waters in Walworth and Rock Counties. He can be reached at 262-903-5460. His email address is theoutdoorexp@yahoo.com.

