A couple of recent news stories indicated at two local municipalities (Silver Lake and Geneva) were considering bans or at least heavy restrictions on the use of phosphorous lawn fertilizers.

This is in response to the damage that phosphorous can do to a lake by creating algae blooms and heavy weed growth.

For many people owning lake front property is the fulfillment of a dream. Beautiful scenery and the access to a lake have obvious appeal.
However, owning lakefront property or even property close to a lake means having certain responsibilities and one of those is making sure not to cause damage to that lake.

In the case of Silver Lake, I can certainly see the changes in the lake since I have been fishing it over the last decade. Though heavy weed growth has been apparent for sometime; in the last couple of years I have been noticing more algae blooms than I had seen previously.

Many recreational lake users may not notice the changes especially the algae blooms, but as any fisherman can tell you, pulling bait or lures through algae is not fun. It clings to everything and is not easy to get off.

The overabundance of algae blooms and weed growth while a definite pain for fisherman, can indicate that a lake is no longer in a healthy balance and may likely be in a state of decline. 
A lake in an advanced state of decline is not just bad for fishing; it tends to not be desirable for other recreational uses including boating and swimming.

Anyone who wants to see what a lake in poor condition looks like from both a water quality and fishery standpoint just needs to visit Eagle Lake in Racine. I will be doing a story in the near future on the aggressive steps that will be undertaken starting next year to attempt to restore it to a better condition.
It’s good to see communities recognizing there is a problem and beginning to take steps to either slow down or prevent further damage to the lakes in their areas.
I believe more steps will need to be taken such as requirements for owners of lakefront properties to have natural buffer zones between their homes and the lake water to further prevent runoff and the washing of nutrients into the lakes.

We must remember that our state’s waters belong to all of us not just the people who own property around the lake. The health of our lakes is therefore all of our concern.
Speaking of lake ownership, a recent trip up to northern Wisconsin served as a reminder that we need to be mindful of other users of the water.
My family and I were fishing on a lake that was pretty quiet. There were probably 4 boats out on the entire lake that was over 500 acres in size.  

While fishing near a weedline along the one side of a lake, a pleasure boater pulling two kids on water skies went between us and the docks a number of times. It was questionable whether they were allowing the required 100 foot distance between them and our anchored boat.

Even if they were following the letter of the law, the fact that there was a whole lake available for their use yet they felt the need to run right where we and another boat were fishing was bothersome. That meant we had to deal with a noisy boat and rolling wakes.
When the boat came by to pick up a fallen skier, we (and the boat nearby) “gently” reminded them that there was a 490 other acres for them to ski on.

I don’t actually have a problem sharing the lake with pleasure craft or water skiers. In fact, during that trip we spent quite a bit of time pulling the boys around on an inner-tube behind our boat.  However, I made sure to keep a large distance from any fishing boats and spent most of the time a long ways from any of the weedlines. 
I figure the water out in the middle of the lake is just as good as the water near the edges and there is plenty of water for us all to enjoy.
Terry Bitz

