If you’re spending much time out in the woods right now, you could be hearing a lot of gobbling and it’s not just the turkeys making the noise.
The turkey season started on April 13th here in Wisconsin. As many as 2700 hunters will be going into the woods in the two zones that cover Kenosha, Racine and Walworth counties during this spring season that will end May 22nd.

The wild turkey is another one of those wildlife success stories like the bald eagle, black bear, and gray wolf that we have seen over the last 30 years here in Wisconsin. Growing up in the 1970’s, I never heard let alone saw a wild turkey. The only live turkeys I ever saw back then were those destined for the kitchen table.
No doubt that even if you’re not a turkey hunter, you have likely seen the birds during your other outdoor activities or even while just driving down the road. There are times when I am out deer hunting that it seems like there are turkeys everywhere. They cross the road in front of me while I am on my way to the woods. A flock will come walking by while I am in my stand. And while sitting in my stand in the dark waiting for the sun to rise, a bird will fly down out of its roost scaring the life out of me. I am sure you other deer hunters have experienced the same thing.
Wild turkeys were successfully reintroduced into Wisconsin back in 1976 by the WDNR using birds that came from Missouri. The 334 turkeys were given in exchange for 134 ruffed grouse. Since then, the number of birds has taken off and so have the numbers of people hunting them. The popularity of the turkey hunting has soared both here and nationwide. They are even now hunting wild turkeys in Hawaii, though somehow I doubt a lot of hunters will be able to convince their wives to take a trip to paradise in order to hunt birds.
I personally have not gotten the “turkey hunting bug”, but I do know a number of people that have and I can fully understand the allure of hunting this bird. It’s the challenge as much as the desire to put some meat in the freezer. 
Though it seems that they are everywhere, the fact is that there is more habitat than birds and in the spring the hunter is limited to 5 days of hunting per tag. It’s a challenging hunt made even more so by the fact that only bearded birds can be shot during this spring hunt. Being that 95 percent of bearded turkeys are males, you get the idea that this hunt only targets less than half of the birds that a hunter will see. 
Wild turkeys are smart, wary birds with excellent eyesight and it requires some skill and a bit of luck in order for the hunters to fill their tags. The average success rate for turkey hunters is between 20 to 25 percent. That’s quite a bit lower than several other forms of bird hunting.
What I find interesting is that though the wild turkey is an upland bird, the hunt resembles more like one for waterfowl. The hunters wear camouflage and are more likely to sit stationary than move around. The hunter also makes use of decoys and calls to try and draw the birds in close enough for a shot. 
The calls used are not just limited to gobbling and indeed a gobble may not be the one used the most. There are yelps, clucks, putts, purrs and other hard to describe sounds that a hunter will use. At least one of those calls seems to more resemble fingernails scraping on a blackboard than a bird call to me. I guess as long as it works, who cares what it sounds like.
For those interested learning more about wild turkeys or taking up the sport, there are several good publications available on the WDNR website at http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/wildlife/hunt/turkey/index.htm. There is also information available from the National Wild Turkey Federation at www.nwtf.org.
Who knows maybe someday I will catch the bug to hunt these birds. For now, I just enjoy seeing them out in the wild. So next time your out in the woods and you hear some gobbling going on, it just might be a turkey looking for a hot date. 
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