Jim Tostrud wears quite a few hats when it comes to his love for the outdoors.

Many locals know Tostrud (prefers to be called JT), from his Wildlife Visions TV show that has run on the Time Warner Cable access channel for the last 6 years. He is also a well known local fishing guide, skilled hunter and occasional writer.

What may not be apparent to many is that this Kenosha resident is also an accomplished artist, especially one that now focuses on capturing animals and fish in their natural habitat. He is as likely to be armed with a notepad for sketching when on a hunt as he is a firearm or bow.

“I am a great observer of what God has given us”; said Tostrud.

His love for art was fostered as young age as the talent for art clearly runs in his family.

“When I was a kid, both my uncle and brother were really good artists and I wanted to be as good as them”; said Tostrud. “I credit my mom though for me being an artist. She hung large pieces of paper up on my bedroom wall and let me draw on it”; he continued.

With the foundation being laid in the home environment, his artistic skills further developed while attending Bradford High School in Kenosha where he received a number of awards.

Upon Graduation he attended Viterbo College in La Crosse, WI where he went on to earn a BA in Teaching and a BA in Business.

Tostrud did some teaching for a time and also worked as an illustrator before moving back to Kenosha and taking job working in construction during the summer. During the winter months he would attend outdoor shows where he would sell his art. It was at his shows that he made a name for himself with his black and white artwork.

A couple of years ago, Tostrud quit his stable construction job to focus completely on his art, guiding and various media work.
One of the first things he did after quitting that job was to take on the task of heading up a team to paint a huge mural in a new children’s auditorium at his church, Kenosha First Assembly of God. At more than 250 feet long and over 20 feet high, the mural was a big project that required months of work. The timing of his transition out of construction was fortuitous in that he would not have been able to tackle such a large project if he was still working at his previous job.
A visit to Tostrud’s studio where he also edits his TV show, revealed an artist who has been prolific over the years with penciled works, paintings and photography mixed in with a number of fish and game mounts.
Though he does sell his art to individuals, his work is now used and featured in a variety of places from magazine covers and beer cans to adorning clothing lines from outdoor companies.
Tostrud’s outdoor work has earned him recognition from various places including being twice named National Artist of the Year by Whitetails Unlimited. One look at his work especially his penciling reveals what sets his outdoor art work from many others. It’s the attention to details.
Any person who has spent time looking at various outdoor art can testify that often times a bird or especially a deer just doesn’t look “right”. Tostrud spends a lot of time working to make sure the animals dimensions are in proper proportion so that they look like the real thing.
A recently completed penciled work of a wild turkey his son shot showed extreme details down to the leaves and underbrush that the bird was standing in. Such details mean that Tostrud spends anywhere from 50 to 100 hours to finish a penciled drawing; whereas a painting may take him 20 hours.

“Pencil work is my favorite. However, people don’t realize how much time it takes”; said Tostrud.
People may not realize how much time it takes to produce good penciled art, but they can certainly appreciate results.
For those looking to inquire about Jim Tostrud’s art or guiding service can contact him at 262-496-5178. His website is www.wildlifevisions.net.

