For a small lake, Hooker Lake sure has been getting a lot of press recently. No less than 3 news stories have run in the Kenosha News in the past 2 weeks dealing with land issues along this 87 acre body of water.
The latest news story was about a judge ruling that a public access point on the lake’s east side could not be sold to a private property owner. That access point is really only used by local property owners due to the lack of parking so its loss may not have been a huge impact as there are several other launches on the lake including another one a few blocks to the south. 
However, I believe it is essential that public access be kept open as much as possible on our lakes and I think the state and local municipalities should work to keep some lake shorelines open to the public for both boat access and even shoreline fishing.

I would dread to the see the day, where our lakes become like those in northern Illinois where there is little or no public access. You can drive past lake after lake in Illinois and not find a public launch or public shoreline.
On the other front a proposal for a large condominium complex on the lake’s north side has been put forth by a developer and a landowner 
Any large scale development near a lake should be cause for concern. The resulting runoff issues that tend to develop from such developments can impact a lake’s water quality and even its biology.

However, as part of this development a major portion of the lake’s north shore would be getting developed. Right now that shoreline is almost entirely natural with various weeds and trees lining the edge of the water.
What further stood out as alarming in that proposal was the plan to put in 168 boat slips. I have never counted the current number of docks currently located on the lake, but I doubt there are more than 100. To add 168 more slips would more than double and possibly triple the amount of boat locations currently on the lake.

To add that number to even the large lakes in the area would be very disconcerting, but when we are talking about one of the smallest lakes in Kenosha County; that is to be blunt, just crazy and irresponsible.

My question is how can such a small lake accommodate so many boats?  I don’t boat on the lake much during peak recreational hours, but there are probably not more than 30 boats out there at one time.
Adding just 20 or 30 extra boats would certainly lead to crowding especially when a certain percentage of those extra boats would probably be motoring around the lake pulling waterskiers.

Forgetting the noise, huge wakes and just overall irritation from such traffic, having so many boats in a small space would certainly lead to safety issues.

At a meeting to discuss the proposal, one local resident said “You might as well put rubber bumpers around them”; referring to the huge numbers of boats that would be on the lake. That would probably be a good idea.
Another huge concern is that so many boat slips would damage the lake’s fishery and water quality. Those boat slips have got to go somewhere and that would mean displacement of natural shoreline and disruption of the lake’s shallow weedbeds.

The current natural shoreline most certainly acts as a barrier and filter for water runoff. Removing that would likely increase the amount of nutrients in the lake which will probably add to algae bloom issues and also increase sedimentation.
Wiping that shoreline habitat could further impact the already small northern pike population as flooded shoreline vegetation is often where pike spawn.
Bass and panfish also spawn in the shallows and having boats and boat slips occupying those spaces would no doubt have an impact. Would it be enough to damage the bass and panfish fishery? I am not sure, though it certainly could not help. In the end, reduced water quality would negatively impact all the resident fish species.

Hooker Lake has never been considered one of the top fishing lakes in the county. Most anglers would probably place Silver, Elizabeth, Powers and even Paddock Lake higher up on the list. 
However, the appeal of Hooker for many fisherman has always been the lighter boat traffic and the extensive natural shorelines. Fishing it has generally been a peaceful affair without even the heavy boat traffic seen on Paddock Lake. It would be sad to see such a nice lake disrupted by such a huge development. 
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