While there is no magic lure or method to catch more fish, there are innumerable things we can do to improve our catch rates or even to make sure that what we hook makes it to the boat or shoreline. 
Here is a short list of thing you might want to think about doing this fishing season.

-Keep a Record-

One of the best things an angler can do is to keep a record of every fishing outing. In that record book make sure to track at minimum the general weather conditions, air temperature, water temperature, wind direction and speed. 
Write down what you caught, where you caught it, the lures or baits you caught them on and the times of day. It’s also a good idea to write down what you tried that didn’t work or what others were fishing with. Put in as much data as you can without making it a tedious affair that you don’t keep up with.
I have been keeping a record for about 8 years and it is real valuable for being able to see trends in fish movements and track weather patterns. It is also a great resource for recalling fishing outings with family and friends and to also see how I have progressed as an angler.

-Learn to Tie Good Knots-

Learning to tie good knots is one of the most important things you can do as an angler. You can have the strongest line in the world, but a bad knot will greatly reduce its effectiveness.
There are literally hundreds of different knots one can use. However, there are 3 knots that will cover most situations and when tied properly they are very strong and unlikely to slip.

The Palomar knot is one of the easiest knots to tie properly and quickly. Tournament fishing pros are known to regularly use it since it is an easy to tie and dependable knot.
The Uni-Knot is possibly the most adaptable knot out there. Some call it a Knot System because it can be used for tying line to terminal tackle, connecting line to reels, making leaders and tying two lines together. This knot has become the one I use the most often.
One of the strongest knots is called an Improved Clinch. Trilene, the company that makes fishing line, has a version of the clinch that they named after themselves and has become very popular. 
A great resource for learning to tie various knots is www.netknots.com.
-Replace Your Fishing Line-

When it comes to fishing line, anglers should replace their monofilament line at least once per year. If you fish often, then you should really think about replacing your mono at least a couple times a year. Ultraviolet rays along with regular use causes mono to weaken and eventually breakdown. 
I replace my monofilament lines before the start of the inland season opener and then replace them again in the late summer right before fall fishing kicks into high gear. I know many tourney fishermen will replace their line every day and some guides commonly do it one or more times a month.
If you have not made the jump yet in the so called superline category, this would be a good time to do so. For many situations, superlines outperform monofilament and it also does not break down due to exposure to UV rays. Many people get a couple years worth of use out of spool before having to replace it.
-Fish Hard and Fish Often-

Lastly, fish as often as you can. There is no replacement for actual fishing experience and being on the water on a routine basis will provide more opportunities for learning new things. There is also no better way to follow current fish patterns that being on the water more than a couple times a month.

Most fishing guides have above average skills when it comes to catching fish. However, they also benefit greatly from being on the water 5 to 6 days a week and that is partly what helps them get to be even better fisherman.

When you are out fishing, pay attention to what is happening above the water as well as below. Keep your mind engaged and try not to “zone out” too often. When you catch a fish, mentally take note of what you were doing and try and replicate it exactly. 
Though it might sound like work it’s not, because fishing and work are truly two different things.

Terry Bitz 
