Whenever people hear about Wisconsin muskie lakes, they tend to think of the lakes up in northern part of the state especially those around the Hayward area or even the Bay of Green Bay. However, several waters right here in Southern Wisconsin have gained reputations for putting out some decent muskies on their own.
Among those waters are the lakes in Waukesha County specifically Pewaukee and Okauchee lakes. Other lakes in that area such as Oconomowoc, Lac La Belle, North and Fowler also contain fishable muskie populations. 

I have never fished for muskies up on the Waukesha lakes so when Captain Dennis Radloff of Sterling Guide Service called me to ask if I wanted to wet a line, I couldn’t resist. 
Radloff has been pounding those lakes for muskies for the last 12 years and bears witness to some of the big fish that inhabit those waters. He has caught a couple fish there over the 50 inch mark, a good number of fish in the upper 40 inch range and just recently landed a 48 inch muskie during a tournament that propelled him and his partner to first place and a healthy payout.
Our first stop was Okauchee which Radloff described as us “swinging for the fence”. The population density is relatively low when compared to a lake like Pewaukee, but the fish it does contain tend to be big and when you catch one, it will likely exceed 40 inches.

This 1200 acre lake is fairly deep. It bottoms out at almost 100 feet deep and has complex mid-lake structures where parts of the muskie population hang out when feeding. There is a ciscoe forage base which fuels an above average growth rate for the toothy critters in these waters.
Starting shortly after daybreak, we pounded the various mid-lake humps and bars that make up this lake’s structure. Radloff had me tossing a couple different colored Bull Dawgs, while he fished with various bucktails. 
Bull Dawgs are a heavy lure made of soft plastic and they get down pretty deep relative to a bucktail. By using two different lures that covered different parts of the water column, we were covering more water than if we were both using the same bait.
We had some initial excitement, when 10 minutes into the outing Radloff said “There’s a fish”. As I looked to see his rod bent over, I noticed his face started grimacing and he announced, “It’s just a pike”.
That small pike would be the only fish we put into the boat and so we decided after a few hours that if we wanted to get a sniff at a muskie, that we should pack up and head down the road 15 minutes to Pewaukee Lake.
Pewaukee Lake at almost 2500 acres is about twice the size, though quite a bit shallower than Okauchee. It also contains more muskies per acre than any of its neighbors and most other lakes in the state. The growth rate of the fish in lake is exceptional and possibly greater than any other lake in Wisconsin as well. For these reasons, Pewaukee is one of the most popular muskie destinations in the state.
“For a metro fishery, it offers excellent fishing opportunities”; said Radloff.

While Radloff considers it more of an “action lake”, he said that it does put out some big fish. “Each year a couple fish over 50 inches are caught on this lake”; he said. 

Our target spot this time was a relatively shallow weedy flat in the middle of the lake where one of Radloff’s clients a couple days before had a muskie measuring about 40 to 42 inches follow her bait up to the boat.
“If the fish are active, we should see a fish within 20 minutes”; said Radloff. 

Bucktails were the lures of choice which we casted and rapidly retrieved back to the boat in an attempt to elicit a strike. However, whether it was due to the writer’s curse or the hot weather that had rapidly warmed up the water, we did not catch or see a musky in over 2 hours of fishing. Comments from another guide in the area indicated we were not alone in struggling to see a fish.

Nonetheless, it was a nice introduction to the muskie water in Waukesha County. I plan to add at least a couple of those lakes to places I need to fish each year.

Captain Dennis Radloff guides the Waukesha County lakes and the waters of Green Bay for muskie and walleye. He can be reached at 262-443-9993. His website is www.sterlingmusky.com.
Terry Bitz

